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THE SHACKS FIGHT BACK:
THE SHACK DWELLERS MOVEMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA

A talk by Richard Pithouse of the South African shack dwellers movement, Abahlali baseMjondolo.
http://www.abahlali.org/

Abahlali have fought for the right of Durban’s shack dwellers to basic amenities housing, water,
land.They have fought against eviction, racism, arson, apartheid and bureaucracy to defend their
homes and improve their conditions, confronting the lies and evasions of local government and aid
agencies.

Ababhlali refuses to participate in party politics, NGO-style professionalisation or individualisation of
struggle. Instead they seek to build democratic power where people live and work.

Fed up with fake democracy and endless ‘consultations’ and false promises (sound familiar?), Abahlali
took matters into their own hands.

Richard Pithouse, an academic and journalist who has been active in the movement since its inception,
will tell us about the struggle, show some short videos, and answer questions.

We also hope to have community activists from Hackney Independent and South London here for the
talk. This is an opportunity to make connections and find inspiration.
Please come along and join in the discussion!
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